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I was scheduled to join the Uchida’ s lab in April 2017.
However, I came to Japan until June due to the visa. At the very
start, I thought that I might have problems in getting along with
the rest because of the late entrance and was afraid to catch up
with the rhythm of the class.

But at the moment when I entered the lab, I knew all my con-
cerns were unnecessary. Teachers explained questions to me
patiently until I fully understood their interpretation. Professor
Uchida also cared about my daily life, such as accommodation
affairs and eating habits and my study. I have to confess that I was
deeply moved by those heart-warming things.

After the first summer vacation, all the people in the lab went to
Shanghai for a week of studio trip. We lived in the same hotel and
went to visit the local landmarks and historical buildings. The
atmosphere of the whole trip was very very harmonious.

Not just the friends of the Uchida’ s lab, I was also surprised by
the students in the first grade. We joined a workshop before the
summer. Every three participants were asked to made a program.
From that experience, the different thought pattern in architecture
between the Japanese and the China deeply impressed me.

I'm very proud to be a part of the Implementation Committee of
the workshop in East Asia in this August. I will endeavour to
enrich my life in here and I * m greatfull for all the teachers and
classmates.
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I was interested in Sogabe’s laboratory since I read the book
about Kanagawa University at my home University (ENSAM). So,
it wasn’t a surprise that I choose this laboratory when I come to
Japan.

First, we were working on the real projects, which was really
awesome. We were working with the context, we made the trip to
the project ‘side in Minami-Cho to see the site and to talk with
people in order to understand the environment. It was also a fruit-
ful experience for me. We have had possibility to participate in
conferences or to do presentations. But the fact that I can’t speak
Japanese prevented me a lot from gaining more knowledge that
this laboratory offers because a lot of activities were in Japanese.
Then, the organisation was a little bit messy for us but I think for
Sogabe’s laboratory it was a new a challenge to join exchange
students in their laboratory as well. But they were very kind, they
not only help me in the laboratory but also with my internship
and my thesis.

So, sometimes it was hard to join the work in the laboratory but it
is normal because you come to the new environment with the
unknown language but people always tried to help you so it was
really worth it! I have gained knowledge not only in architecture
but also a lot in Japanese culture and thank you!

BAEZFRE

BHE - SRARE
Myrto TOMARA

EZEVRUISHFREZRELD

My exchange year in Kanagawa University has been a great expe-

rience in my student and personal life. I was looking forward to
knowing more about the japanese architecture, culture and histo-
ry. I feel glad to have been part of Prof. Sogabe’s studio. The way
this laboratory works it very different from the one back in my
home university. I was very lucky to follow one of the teams to
work-trip to Minami cho, where 2 projects were in progress.

I can’ t hide the fact that the language barrier has been inconve-
nient from the beginning. All classes were in japanese, which was
unfortunate to us, since we have been told that we didn’t need to
learn the language before coming. Because of that, I couldn’t avail
myself of the available material in the studio. Besides that, the
whole team was always very kind and friendly. They helped us as
much as they could with the japanese-english translation and with
our personal projects (thesis, internships).

For a short period, I had the opportunity to work as a part-time
job at Riken Yamamoto & Field office by making models for an
international competition.

During this year, I discovered so many surprising things about
Japan; things that made me see architecture and space itself in
another way. It was a real one-life experience. Finally, I would like
to thank my professors from the Architecture department and the

Cross-Culture department for making my exchange so rewarding.
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