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I didn't know so much about Japan before I came here, so I was very
excited and curious about exploring Japan and its culture. Now I must
say I really fell in love with it. The People, the food, the izakayas and
the very nice public transport.

I was really lucky to choose Nakai Laboratory. I made a lot of good
friends, that I hope I will meet again soon. They showed me how they
worked on projects and brought me to museums and good restaurants
in Tokyo and Yokohama. They also teached me to cook nabe, which I
now like to cook also in my homecountry.

Nakai Lab was the right choice, because it gave me the possibility to
join the ongoing Projects in the Lab, but it also allowed me to travel
around Japan and explore cities by myself. Nakai Lab gave me good
advice on what places and things I should visit when travelling around.

One time I also went to a Labos building site in Uozo with a group of
international students and the project leader Takayuki San. We helped
to demolish a house. It was really fun and interesting, because Uozu
was a very rural city which I wouldn't have normally gone to as a
Tourist and so it was great to see a different side of Japan.

I am sure that i will come back to Japan as soon as I can to see my
friends and enjoy more of this wonderful culture. I will never forget
this wonderful time I had at Kanagawa University in Nakai Lab.

Maria Goppel
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My exchange year in Japan started in September 2018. [ came
because I wanted to learn about Japan, Japanese architecture and its
culture.

I joined Nakai lab and I do not regret, because everyone in the lab
was really kind and friendly and they always were willing to help. My
home university doesn't have this concept of laboratories and I think it
is really interesting and beneficial to work in real projects as they do
here in Japan. At the time, there were two projects on going at
Sogabe's laboratory. Unfortunately, I didn "t have the opportunity to
participate on them as much as I'd like, because I don't speak
Japanese and that was a big obstacle. Even though there were some
subjects in English, I feel that I would have learnt more if I could
speak Japanese, because I wasn't able to follow some lessons and
meetings. However, the environment in the laboratory was always
perfect to work, so I spent a lot of time there reading about Japanese
architecture and doing other projects by my own. I also made really
good friends there!

I believe this whole experience has been really beneficial for my
future career and myself, it has changed the way I see architecture
and grown my knowledge.
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Telmo Benito Del Valle
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I came to Yokohama for my exchange year in September 2019. When
I thought about doing a year at another university, the first country that
came to mind was Japan. I chose Japan because I wanted to know a
new culture, learn a totally different language and because I was very
interested in Japanese traditional and modern architecture (the
architects I follow the most are Japanese).

When I got here the most different thing to my university was the
laboratory concept and the way of working. I got into Nakai's
laboratory and it was very interesting to see how they work on various
real projects and how they share group ideas in weekly meetings with
the professor. Although initially it was difficult to communicate with the
Japanese students they always helped us as much as possible and
wanted us to have a good experience in Japan. We could join a project
trip to Toyama and we had several food parties with the Japanese
students. It was a lot of fun!

In overall, it has been an amazing year and choosing Japan for my
exchange program was the best decision I could take. I think that what
I learnt from my teachers, my classmates and also from living here will
be very useful in my future both professionally and personally. I have
been able to meet many incredible people in Japan and I hope we shall
meet again some day.

Maddi Viegas
NAZKEED
R

I came to Japan in September 2019 for my exchange program. I
chose this country with the will to learn about Japanese architecture
and be able to apply some ideas of it in my own projects. I also
wanted to learn the culture and lifestyle in such a crowded country.

The first struggle at the university was to choose a laboratory, a
professor who would be your supervisor during a hole year, without
even knowing him or his work. I chose Nakai's labo and I'm very
happy with that decision. Although the language was a difficulty,
everyone has always been very helpful, both students and Nakai.

The laboratory system is very different to the way I am used to
work, and it was hard to understand (I don't even understand it good
nowadays) but from the beginning it seemed to be very interesting to
work on a real project and sharing opinions and work with everybody
in the labo. All the exchange students in the labo joined a project in
Toyama, to where we went to help on the building's demolition. It was
really fun! It would have been great to know some Japanese to be able
to take part in more things, but it has still been a good year in which
I've learnt a lot, not only in labo but also in museums and galleries,
and make many friends with whom I hope keepping in contact back in

my country.
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Celia Gleyse
FENYE v =Y TR RS L D

EHAL - SR E

My exchange year in Japan started in September 2019. I decided to
study in Kanagawa University because Japanese architecture is so
fascinating and unique. I think every student should be interested in other
ways of doing the architecture and that's why I took the opportunity of
coming here to learn more about the culture. I was also interested in wood
construction methods, and [ saw in this exchange the opportunity to
continue my research on my thesis, Japan is actually for me the ideal
destination.

I joined Sogabe's laboratory and I was warmly welcomed by the other
students. They helped me through the semester with the language barrier
and different projects. Japanese was difficult for me at first but they helped
me when I needed.The concept of laboratory in very different from France,
everyone is working together and the method of conception and realization
is also different. Then, the approach of modeling is incredible here, the
models are clean with a sensitive touch and we can really understand the
meaning of the project.

Even with the complicated situation that started before the second

semester, I was still in touch with the laboratory and the professor.
I'm so grateful to all the students in my laboratory but also to the other
laboratories with whom I have discussed and exchanged a lot. I would like
to thank both Kanagawa University and ENSAM for letting me do this
wonderful exchange.

This experience will be a great enrichment for my futur job as an
architect.

Huang Li Fang
B  RHE R X D
ISR - TR

Ever since I began studying architecture, I had been fascinated with
Japan for both the innovative, contemporary design and the effort in
conserving traditional architecture heritages. It became my goal to
study in Japan when I was a sophomore. Therefore, 1 was really
excited when I application for the exchange program to Kanagawa
University was accepted in the second semester of 2019.

I had the opportunity to participate in the urban planning project of
inner harbor in the Yamaga Lab, Not only did I learn more about the
development process of the inner harbor area, I also made deeper
connection with the port city of Yokohama. Professor Yamaga was a
really passionate and patient instructor who always guided students to
dive deeper into the design topic. The discussion with the professor in
the studio always had a conformable atmosphere. I really appreciate
that I was able to learn and exchange opinions with others.

Though the time during the exchange program had always been
busy, it was also a very fulfilling experience. This program will

certainly inspire me and lead me further in my architecture career.
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