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The start of my long-awaited exploration of Japanese architecture
began in September 2022 when I was allowed to visit Studio Sogabe for
the first time. Since I was a child, I have had a deep interest in
Japanese culture and later its translation into built spaces. Both
traditional architecture and its continuation into the contemporary
architectural discourse have been a major reason to pursue a career in
architecture since it questions my understanding of architecture whilst
also showing me its potential to experience life and one’ s entire
surroundings with a new set of eyes. My ambition to study at
Kanagawa University was to learn about Japanese culture in order to
better comprehend its people, cities and architecture, and to apply
these principles and conclusions to my own understanding and
practice of architecture. Being accepted into Studio Sogabe was just
one moment of many that [ associate with my six-month stay in Japan
with a deep sense of happiness and gratitude. Because besides my
choice of university subjects, my newly found fellow students and
friends, my lecturers, the architectural field-trips and the work that
went along with them were the reason for one of the most fulfilling,
exciting and interesting times of my life. I learned that personal
engagement and the pursuit of one’ s personal passion and interest
leads to many intriguing topics and people from which I was able to
profit a lot, like the cultural exchange and discussions with professors
and friends, the discovery of unknown architects and their works and
even in the mundane but much beloved visits to izakayas in the
evening. Besides all the positive experiences [ had, there is one
bittersweet feeling that lasts after having parted with Japan: I only had
the opportunity to be a guest in this fascinating and foreign world for
six months. I think that with an improved proficiency in the Japanese
language and a longer stay at Kanagawa University, [ would have
gained even more knowledge in Japanese architecture and its
application.In conclusion, I would like to express my deepest and
heartfelt gratitude to my lecturers, fellow students, friends and
Kanagawa University for their dedication, patience, kindness and
tolerance. I sincerely hope that in my future I will find work in Japan
for a few years or at least be able to travel there again. Conversely, 1
would also like to warmly welcome everyone from Japan to Germany if

the opportunity ever arises. I hope that we will stay in contact!
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